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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made In this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1 , 4, and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Bajohr (693.213). 
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In regard to claim 1 , Bajohr discloses a clamp capable of being used with a form, 
comprising a base 1 attachable to an upper surface of the form, the base comprising an 
upper portion and a standoff portion 5 or 6 extending along a first axis, and a spring 
clamp 2 for engagement with a pipe in a clamping relationship, the spring clamp 
extending from the upper portion of the base along a second axis. 

In regard to claim 4, Bajohr discloses the claimed Invention, wherein the spring 
clamp further comprises a web portion adjacent to the upper portion of the base and 
having an Inner surface, a first curved finger, and a second curved finger both extending 
from the web portion and having an inner surface, wherein the web portion's Inner 
surface, the first finger's Inner surface, arid the second figure's Inner surface together 
define a substantially circular clamping area. 

In regard to claim 5, Bajohr discloses the claimed Invention, wherein the first and 
second curved fingers further comprise a first and second entry portion having an inner 
surface, wherein the inner surfaces define a throated entry from the clamping area. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Bajohr (693,21 3). 
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In regard to claims 2 and 3, Bajohr discloses the claimed invention, wherein the 
base further comprises a top surface, a bottom surface, a front surface and a back 
surface. Bajohr does not specifically disclose the use of a plurality of fastener openings 
extending through the base firom the top to the bottom surface and staggered in spaced 
apart relationship with respect to the front and back surface. It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
place a plurality of staggered fastener openings in the base member of Bajohr's 
invention, because by placing the fastener openings in the base, the device could be 
attached to wooden walls as well as block walls. Therefore, the device would be more 
versatile. 

Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Behlen (6,047,51 5) in view of Ekedal (5,21 6,866). 

In regard to claim 1 , Behlen discloses a clamp capable of being used with a form, 
comprising a base attachable to an upper surface of the form, the base comprising an 
upper portion and a standoff portion 94 extending along a first axis, and a means 60 for 
engagement with a pipe, the means extending from the upper portion of the base along 
a second axis, figures 2 and 3. Behlen does not specifically disclose that said means is 
a spring clamp for engagement with a pipe in a clamping relationship. Ekedal teaches 
that it is known to use spring clips to hold members in place. It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use 
the spring clip taught by Ekedal in place of Behlen's means, because the spring clip will 
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allow for fast connection of a member to the clamp. Therefore, the bolts could be 
attached and removed in faster more efficient manner. 

In regard to claims 2 and 3, Behlen in view of Ekedal disclose the basic claimed 
invention, wherein the base further comprises a top surface, a bottom surface, a front 
surface and a back surface and a plurality of fastener openings 88 extending through 
the base from the top to the bottom surface and staggered in spaced apart relationship 
with respect to the front and back surface. 

In regard to claim 4, Behlen in view of Ekedal disclose the basic claimed 
invention, wherein the spring clamp further comprises a web portion adjacent to the 
upper portion of the base and having an inner surface, a first curved finger, and a 
second curved finger both extending from the web portion and having an inner surface, 
wherein the web portion's inner surface, the first finger's inner surface, and the second 
figure's inner surface together define a substantially circular clamping area. 

In regard to claim 5, Behlen in view of Ekedal disclose the basic claimed 
invention, wherein the first and second curved fingers further comprise a first and 
second entry portion having an inner surface, wherein the inner surfaces define a 
throated entry from the clamping area. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Cole & Knudsen, Patee & Ridge, Maguire, Collins, Zuercher and 
Scammon. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian E. Glessner whose telephone number is 703-305- 
0031. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 7:00-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are. unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Carl Friedman can be reached on 703-308-0839. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electroriic 
Business Center (BBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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